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three-fifths of the Senators duly chosen and 
sworn to overturn such ruling of the Chair. 
No appeal from a ruling of the Chair under 
this paragraph shall negate its future appli-
cation unless the Senate specifically amends 
this paragraph.’’.

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 9—TO MAKE 
EFFECTIVE REAPPOINTMENT OF 
SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL 

Mr. LOTT (for himself and Mr. 
DASCHLE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 9

Resolved, That the reappointment of Thom-
as B. Griffith to be Senate Legal Counsel 
made by the President pro tempore this day 
is effective as of January 3, 1999, and the 
term of service of the appointee shall expire 
at the end of the One Hundred Seventh Con-
gress. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 10—TO MAKE 
EFFECTIVE REAPPOINTMENT OF 
DEPUTY SENATE LEGAL COUN-
SEL 

Mr. LOTT (for himself and Mr. 
DASCHLE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 10

Resolved, That the reappointment of Mor-
gan J. Frankel to be Deputy Senate Legal 
Counsel made by the President pro tempore 
this day is effective as of January 3, 1999, and 
the term of service of the appointee shall ex-
pire at the end of the One Hundred Seventh 
Congress.

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

FEDERAL VACANCIES REFORM 
ACT 

∑ Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, the 
Federal Vacancies Reform Act was 
passed as part of the omnibus appro-
priations bill. As reported by the Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee, and as 
confirmed in all the statements made 
when the bill passed the Senate, sec-
tion 3347 of that statute made clear 
that so-called vesting and delegation 
statutes allowing the heads of depart-
ments to delegate duties to other offi-
cials in their departments do not con-
stitute statutes providing for the fill-
ing of a specific vacant position that 
the law retains in lieu of the proce-
dures contained in the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act. The vesting and dele-
gation statutes were cross-referenced 
to not fall within the statutes that sub-
paragraph (a)(2) of the bill retained. 
While that was the appropriate cross-
reference as the bill was reported, sub-
sequent language changes made to 
clarify the issue altered the numbering 
of the subsections, but the earlier 
cross-reference was retained. As is ob-
vious by reading the statements and 
the statutory language itself, the clear 

intent was to state that vesting and 
delegation statutes fall not within sub-
section (a)(2), which relates to recess 
appointments, but to subsection (a)(1), 
statutes that provide for the tem-
porary filling of specific positions. We 
will make a technical change to the 
language next year, as the urgency of 
the legislation sent this bill directly to 
the President for his signature without 
the chance to make that technical cor-
rection. There is no question that the 
vesting and delegation statutes do not 
constitute provisions for the tem-
porary appointment of specific officers, 
even without the crossreference, which 
was designed to be even more em-
phatic.∑

f 

IN MEMORY OF KEITH PUTNAM 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, today 
I want to call attention to a brave and 
selfless deed by a heroic young man 
from Hanahan, South Carolina. On Au-
gust 6, 15-year-old Keith Putnam sac-
rificed his own life to save two women 
and a small child from a speeding 
train. 

When Keith saw Maurica Hovey, her 
3-year-old son John, and her friend 
Layonee Phillips stuck in the path of 
an oncoming train, he did what all of 
us hope we would have the courage to 
do in such a situation: he leapt from 
his truck and raced to aid those in dan-
ger. After saving Maurica, John, and 
Layonee, Keith returned to the aban-
doned car to make sure no one was left 
inside. At the moment he approached 
the car, the onrushing train slammed 
into it, sending it careening into Keith 
and fatally wounding him. Thanks to 
Keith’s quick thinking and heroic ac-
tion, all three of the people he saved 
from the train escaped without harm. 

Mr. President, I have seen many he-
roic acts in my lifetime, in World War 
II and in peacetime, but I don’t believe 
I have ever seen a young man who has 
been more respected by his community 
than Keith Putnam. In every way, he 
was a model citizen. Just before his 
death, Keith had been made an usher at 
Peace Lutheran Church, which he at-
tended every Sunday. A great patriot, 
Keith was dedicated to his country as 
well as his neighbors. In fact, he 
planned to attend my alma mater, The 
Citadel, and then serve as a pilot in the 
Air Force. 

Perhaps what was most noteworthy 
about Keith, especially in this day and 
age, was his willingness to help his 
neighbors and even total strangers 
without ever thinking of himself or 
asking for anything in return. Keith 
was committed to public service 
through large and small acts, whether 
helping strangers carry groceries to 
their cars or saving them from a fatal 
train collision. Since his death, his 
community has seen an incredible out-
pouring of emotion, as his neighbors, 
friends, and family express their grief 

at the loss of such an admirable and 
caring young man. 

Today, Mr. President, I would like to 
add my voice to theirs. It was not my 
privilege to know Keith Putnam per-
sonally, but his heroism and generosity 
are an inspiration and an example to us 
all. I hope the tremendous admiration 
everyone felt for Keith, and the knowl-
edge that their son’s life was exem-
plary in every way possible, will be of 
some comfort to Keith’s family in their 
trying time of grief.∑

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT DENNIS W. 
FINCH 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
to pay homage to Sergeant Dennis W. 
Finch of the Traverse City Police De-
partment. Sergeant Finch was not only 
a great family man, police officer, and 
Michigander, he was a great American. 
The day of May thirteenth 1998 will for-
ever be a day of mourning for the Tra-
verse City community, a tragic day 
that will leave an indelible change on 
the fabric of life in Traverse City. Ser-
geant Finch lost his life in the line of 
duty, protecting a community that he 
loved. His dedication and pride is a tes-
tament to the extremely difficult and 
admirable role that police officers play 
in this country. Sergeant Finch pro-
tected us proudly with the shield of the 
Traverse City Police Department, and 
we will be forever thankful. 

Sergeant Finch lived the life of hero, 
before becoming a Traverse City Police 
Officer, Dennis served proudly in the 
United States Marine Corps in Viet-
nam. Dennis distinguished himself as a 
soldier, and was a decorated combat 
veteran. In his thirty years of service 
to the Traverse City Police Depart-
ment, Sergeant Finch was the Depart-
ment’s most seniored Sergeant. He was 
a command officer in both the Inves-
tigative Services Division and the Pa-
trol Division for twenty-four years. 

During this difficult time, my 
thoughts and prayers go out to Ser-
geant Finch’s family, friends and all 
police officers who risk their lives 
every day in this country. Thank you 
and God bless.∑ 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 1999 CON-
GRESS-BUNDESTAG/BUNDESRAT 
EXCHANGE 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, 
since 1983, the United States Congress 
and the German legislature have con-
ducted an annual exchange program for 
staff members from both countries. 
The program gives professional staff 
the opportunity to observe and learn 
about each other’s political institu-
tions and convey Members’ views on 
issues of mutual concern. 

A staff delegation from the United 
States Congress will be selected to 
visit Germany May 22 to June 5 of this 
year. During the two week exchange, 
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